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MISCELLANEA 


Worcestershire Superstitions. 

I have a maid well up in Worcestershire superstitions. The fol¬ 
lowing are new to me, though you may have met with them. 

E. J. Ladbury. . 

Goldness , Hartlebury , near Kidderminster ; 

If you have borrowed salt, it is unlucky to return any in the 
place of it, . 

In preparing needlework, never “ place it ” with a black pin, or 
that piece of work will never be finished. 

To say good-bye over a stile brings bad luck. 

To say good-bye at cross-roads foretells that you will be parted 
from your friends. 

If four persons cross arms when shaking hands, one of the four 
will shortly be married 


Folktales. 

Ashey Pelt, 

The following tale was told me by a woman now living, a native 
of Ulster, aged about sixty ■ 

Well, my grandmother she told me that in them auld days a 
ewe might be your mother.' It is a very lucky thing to have a 
black ewe. ; A man married again, and his daughter, Ashey Pelt, 
was unhappy. She pried alone, and,the black ewe came to her 
from under the greystone in the field and said, (t Don t cry, go 
and find a rod*behind the stone and strike it three times, and 
whatever you want will come.” So she did as she was bid. She 



